Promoting World Heritage education – Council and BPT join forces

Bath Preservation Trust and Bath and North East Somerset Council are working in close partnership to improve the awareness and pride of Bath’s World Heritage Site status in local schools. Two new resource packs are now available for schools from the Trust to support learning about the City of Bath World Heritage Site, one co-funded by the Council and Charter Trustees and the second co-funded by MLA South West.
Tom Boden, BPT Education and Audience Development Officer and Caroline Kay, BPT Chief Executive, will launch the new pack on behalf of the Bath Preservation Trust with Councillor Terry Gazzard at St. Andrews Primary School. 
Caroline Kay commented: “Bath Preservation Trust has trialled the packs at local primary and secondary schools and the feedback has been extremely positive. We hope it will give real support to local schools in making the best use of their City. We are grateful for the support of the Medlock Charitable Trust and the Ernest Cook Trust in supporting our education programme and we have been pleased to work with the Council and receive support from the Charter Trustees of Bath and MLA South West for these specific projects.” 

The first pack enables local primary schools to hold a ‘World Heritage Day’ where the whole school spends a day learning about Bath as a World Heritage Site and what makes the city unique. The second is aimed at local secondary schools. ‘Bath: Sustainable World Heritage’ links issues relating to world heritage with the Citizenship national curriculum. Both packs contain extensive resources, such as lesson plans, photocopiable resources and digital resources to support a wide range of activities.

Councillor Terry Gazzard (Conservative, Abbey), Cabinet Member for Development and Major Projects, commented: “Bath and North East Somerset Council is delighted to be working alongside Bath Preservation Trust to help provide these packs. The Trust has done an excellent job with the packs. The Council is delighted to have played its part in assisting in the funding and compilation of the materials. I hope this pack will promote greater awareness and understanding of the city’s World Heritage Site status, and the fact it should be viewed as an inspiration to Bath’s future and not a constraint – a fact the Council strongly believes in.”

Printed copies of the pack are available for local schools free of charge from Bath Preservation Trust and are also available to download at www.bptlearning.org.uk

Sue East, Headteacher at St. Andrew’s Primary School, commented: “The wonderful thing about the resources is that both teachers and children enjoyed working with them. Indeed the pack provided a springboard for all kinds of studies about our World Heritage City.”

· Bath Preservation Trust is inviting schools to enter a national competition ‘Making Sense of Our Sites’ to win the chance to represent the City of Bath World Heritage Site at the UNESCO UK World Heritage Youth Summit to be held in Lyme Regis on Friday 22nd May. Tom Boden, Education Officer at the Bath Preservation Trust can be contacted for more details: tomboden@bptrust.org.uk

