PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release: Friday 10.07.2009
Bath Preservation Trust

STONES OF BATH EXHIBITION

11 July to 1 November 2009

Bath Preservation Trust will tonight unveil its new exhibition which tells the story of Bath Stone and the people who worked - and work - with it.  This inspirational exhibition has been created to mark the 75th anniversary of the Trust and celebrate the use of stone in this unique City from the Romans to the present day.

The exhibition is at the Building of Bath Museum at the Countess of Huntingdon’s Chapel on The Paragon, Bath and will run from 11 July to 1 November (days/times appear below under Editors’ Notes).

The exhibition will provide a rare opportunity to consider the use of Bath Stone through the ages.   Saxon carvings will rub shoulders with contemporary work from stonemasonry students from City of Bath College, and a carved angel created by the Bath-based but internationally acclaimed stonemason Laurence Tindall will also be on display.  Laurence has been working in stone for more than 30 years in an architectural, religious and community context and his works adorn many buildings in the City including Bath Abbey, the Theatre Royal, Rebeca Fountain and even The Porter Pub. 

The Combe Down stone mines, from where much of the City’s stone originated, will yield a number of secrets – not least in the form of archeological finds.  If you think Banksy is an original, just wait until you see Holly, a piece of 19th century graffiti on display for the first time.  There is also an extraordinary and fascinating piece of video footage which will literally take the viewer on a journey through the passageways and caverns of the Combe Down mines.

Archive images of quarrymen, masons and carvers plus the oral histories of quarrymen

talking about their work in the 1920s will all offer a remarkable insight into the stone that residents and tourists alike take for granted when walking around the City.

In addition to the exhibition, which is free with entry to the Building of Bath Museum (itself a bargain at £4 adults, £3.50 concessions, £2 5-16 years and free for 0-5s) there is a programme of family workshops which will run throughout July, lunchtime lectures and study days.  A full listing is attached to this release.
This exhibition is supported by a grant from the National Lottery through the Awards for All Scheme.  Bath Preservation Trust would also like to acknowledge the generous support of Ken Biggs Construction Ltd and The Bath Stone Group.  

The Stones of Bath exhibition runs from 11 July to 1 November at the Building of Bath Collection – the place to discover how Bath was built.

- Ends -

All media enquiries to:
Julie Peacock at Peacock Public Relations

Tel: 01225 448044  Email: julie@peacockpr.com
Editors’ Notes:

· Images are available on request from Julie Peacock, details above. 
· Also interviews with the curator of Stones of Bath, Mary Ingoldby, and Caroline Kay, Chief Executive of Bath Preservation Trust

· The Stones of Bath exhibition runs from 11 July to 1 November, opening times are Saturday, Sunday, Monday 10.30am to 5pm.

· A full listing of the family workshops, the Talking Stone lunchtime lectures and Study Days appears below 
FAMILY WORKSHOPS

All family events are free with normal admission unless otherwise

stated. Children must be accompanied at all times.
Festival of British Archaeology 2009 – 18 July – 2 August

The Building of Bath Collection will open every day for the Festival of British Archaeology (18 July – 2nd Aug) with free entry for Young Archaeologists!
Streets of Stone – Saturday 18 July, 11am-3.30pm

Drop in and join local sculptor Laurence Tindall to have a go at carving your own Bath stone house.
Buildings Archaeology – Wednesday 22 July, 6pm

Jerry Sampson reveals the archaeology of buildings including Bath Abbey. Free for Young Archaeologists and accompanying adults. Unaccompanied adults, £3.
Uncovering Historic Paint – Tuesday 28 July, 1.30-4.30pm

Drop in to learn some 18th century painting techniques.

Hidden Graffiti – Wednesday 29th July, 1.30-4.30pm

Drop in to explore hidden historical graffiti from the Combe Down Stone Mines.

Touching the Past – Thursday 30th July, 11am-12.30pm

Drop in for the opportunity to learn about and hold tools from the past.

PETRIFIED! – Tuesday 27 October and Thursday 29 October, 11.00am-12.30pm

Join Sheila Stansfield, the Barefoot Storyteller, as she reveals the secrets of magical creatures whose gaze can turn you to stone!

TALKING STONE LUNCHTIME LECTURES

(all 1.10-1.50pm, £4 per lecture)
A life working with stone – Laurence Tindall, Wednesday 2 September

Findings from Combe Down Stone Mine – Neville Higgins, Wednesday 9 September

Bath Stone reaches the London and National Market – Dick Irving, Wednesday 16 September

Saving the stone – David McLaughlin, Wednesday 23 September

The Story of Stoke Hill Mine – Elaine Marson and Matthew Hawker, Wednesday 30 September

STUDY DAYS
Ralph Allen – Friday 17 July, 10am-4pm (based at Prior Park College)

Working with Stone – Friday 25 September, 10am-4pm (including visit to Stoke Hill Stone Mine)
For more information about these events, please contact Tom Boden, Education Officer  T: 01225 333895  E: tomboden@bptrust.org.uk
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