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Bright Stars, Daughters of Urania     

A history of women in astronomy

16th July- 15th November 2009

A brand new exhibition opens at the Herschel Museum of Astronomy as part of  The International Year of Astronomy 2009. 
Women have played a surprisingly important role in astronomy, frequently denied the opportunity to work to their full potential, labelled as assistants or even witches rather than scientists, many have made astonishing discoveries often outshining their male contemporaries.  The exhibition looks in detail at the work of Caroline Herschel who lived and worked with her brother at 19 New King Street, and Maria Mitchell the first great American female astronomer. 

From the Babylonian priestess to the Greek enchantress famed for drawing down the moon to the small army of female ‘computers’ employed at Harvard Observatory in the late nineteenth century women have made a remarkable contribution to astronomy.  

The International Year of Astronomy in Bath continues through the Summer and Autumn with observational Star Parties which are free to all members of the community organised by the Wiltshire Astronomical Society and a series of high profile lectures. There is also a programme for schools and special activities for Learning as part of this. The programme is funded through a generous grant of over £13,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Notes to Editors  
Using money raised through the National Lottery, the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) sustains and transforms a wide range of heritage for present and future generations to take part in, learn from the enjoy.  From museums, parks and historic places to archaeology, natural environment and cultural traditions, we invest in every part of our diverse heritage.  HLF has supported more than 26,000 projects, allocating over £4 billion across the UK. Website: www.hlf.org.uk
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