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PRESS RELEASE

Starlight, Starbright
The volcanic dust may have stopped the aeroplanes, the heavens over Bath were silent last Saturday night - but they were far from empty as those lucky enough to join the Wiltshire Astronomical Society outside Number 1 Royal Crescent quickly discovered.  The free observational session or Star Party, supported by B&NES Heritage Services was blessed with a perfect clear night.  The Wiltshire Astronomers provided the telescopes and the expertise.  The volcanic dust far from obscuring the sensational view possibly gave an added ‘twinkle’ to Sirius in Canis Major, the brightest star in the sky.  Mars was clearly seen high in the sky to the south west and to the south east below Leo in the constellation of Virgo, Saturn put on a spectacular show with its beautiful rings clearly visible through the telescope. Venus and Mercury were low in the Western sky and as the skies darkened the ‘Earth-shine’ effect was apparent.  The only evidence of man was a few satellites passing overhead and some Chinese lanterns floating across the Bath sky.

If you missed a great night of star watching last Saturday the Wiltshire astronomers will be back in Bath eager to share the wonders of the night sky with anyone and everyone on Friday 13th August when Jupiter will be rising and the perseid meteors will still be visible.

Further details from The Herschel Museum of Astronomy 01225 446865

