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PRESS RELEASE

Meeting the Middling Sort

We are rather well acquainted with the lords and ladies who came to Bath to take the waters, to attend the balls and card parties and also with the servants who inhabited the world below stairs, but what about those from the emerging middle classes, the musicians like William Herschel, artists, shopkeepers, merchants and professionals who flocked to Bath to provide services for Milord and Milady?  This series of lectures run jointly by The Herschel Museum of Astronomy and Number 1 Royal Crescent introduces people of ‘The Middling Sort’ showing how they decorated their houses in areas like New King Street, what their kitchens were like, how the women filled their days and how these people liked to be portrayed in the portraits they were beginning to order for themselves and what life was like for the increasingly popular silhouette artists.  Meet the Middling Sort at a series of lectures hosted at Number 1 Royal Crescent, Mondays at 1pm, lunch from 12.30pm.  

Tickets:  lecture only £5 lecture and delicious sandwich lunch £8.  
Please book in advance on 01225 428126
17th May    

Georgian Kitchen Stuff, below stairs with David Eveleigh, Curator of the Black Country Museum.

24th May  

Propriety versus Comfort: Georgian furnishing.  Elizabeth White,  Director Attingham Summer school, Chair. Herschel House Trust 
7th June    

A Diverse Lot: The Women of New King Street, the varied experiences of middle class women in the 1760s-1780s.  Jackie Collier, Bath Spa University.

14th June   

From Monarchs to the Middling Sort, the Conversation Piece and the emerging middle class.  Leonora Martin, Curator Corsham Court, formerly The Royal Collection.

21st June   

Silhouette, A History of the Shadow Portrait, from Greek vases to the bustling ‘shew rooms’ of fashionable Bath.  Emma Rutherford author of  Silhouette, the Art of the Shadow.
For further details please call 01225 428126. 
