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Celebrating 40 years of visitors at No 1 Royal Crescent
“It is only at No 1 that visitors can appreciate the outstanding quality of the Woods’ design, and can understand how the interiors may have been furnished and used in its Georgian heyday”
Bath Preservation Trust have recently celebrated the 40th birthday of No 1 Royal Crescent opening as a museum, on Sunday 20th June. A special birthday cake was baked and donated by the Royal Crescent Hotel.

 A gathering of past and present staff and Trustees and individuals associated with the creation of the museum were in attendance. These included Mr Brian Cooper, a stonemason who worked on the restoration of the stone Ionic capitals which make up a key part of the facade, and Mr Louis Jebb, son of Mr Philip Jebb, the architect for the restoration project, as well as some of the guides who have been volunteers since the museum opened.
The cake was cut by Mrs Elizabeth Cayzer, niece of Major Bernard Cayzer, the generous benefactor who bought No 1 to give to the Trust and supported much of its restoration in the late 1960s and early 70s.  A few words were said at 4.30pm by Edward Bayntun-Coward, Chairman of the Trust.
ENDS

For Further information contact Caroline Kay, Chief Executive ,Bath Preservation Trust 

Tel: 01225 338 727 (personal mobile 07947 027 308) Email: ckay@bptrust.org.uk  
website www.bath-preservation-trust.org.uk
The Museum is open Tuesday-Sunday, 10.30-5pm: £6/£5 (members of BPT free)
Notes for Editors

1. No 1 Royal Crescent is owned by Bath Preservation Trust and is run as an historic house museum as well as acting as the headquarters for the Trust. Over the last 40 years it has attracted around 2 million visitors. It opened on 20th June 1970.
2. The prime significance of No 1, Royal Crescent is its pre-eminence in Bath’s noblest piece of Georgian architecture, The Royal Crescent, 1767-74, conceived by John Wood the Younger and executed by his son, John Wood the Younger. 

3. No 1, Royal Crescent is the only house of the 30 in the Royal Crescent which is opened to the public as a heritage site although the Royal Crescent Hotel also has some public access. At No 1 the visitors can appreciate the outstanding quality of the Woods’ design, can understand how the interiors may have been furnished and used in its Georgian heyday, and can enjoy picturesque views from upper windows.
4.  Since 1970, around 2 million visitors have enjoyed this opportunity and consistently voted it one of the city’s most important historic attractions. At present, it still attracts over 50,000 visitors each year. 
5. The most important rooms of the interior, notably on the ground and first floors, have been furnished and interpreted by the Bath Preservation Trust to provide an impression of their use in the period c 1765-85, i.e. in their first years of occupation and at the height of Bath’s reputation as a fashionable Georgian resort. The current decorative scheme has been created through the use of historic paintings, furniture, silver, ceramics etc acquired by the Trust or on loan from other museums and private individuals, and on advice from professional architects and historians about decorative treatments (paint colours, wall finishes, curtains). The ‘kitchen’ in the basement was created from what were originally two rooms, to provide an idea of the service area of the house, using the Hugh Roberts collection of hundreds of antique kitchen items and furniture. It is also used for meetings, education groups and parties.
6. The Bath Preservation Trust has been campaigning since 1934 to preserve and enhance the unique architecture of Bath and its environs.  Its purpose is to encourage and support the conservation, evolution and enhancement of Bath and its environs within a framework appropriate both to its historic setting and its sustainable future, and to provide educational resources that focus on the architectural and historic importance of the city.  The Trust receives no statutory funding and is supported by donations, grants, and visitor income to its museums, as well as 1400 members who share a passion for their city.
7. Historic ‘before and after’ pictures are also available.
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