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“By Jove” 
The planet Jupiter is the largest in our Solar System, indeed all the other planets would fit inside, it has been an important feature in human cultures and beliefs since human history begun, try our simple quiz to find out how much you know about this fascinating planet.


1. Where do we get the name Jupiter from?

a.
The planet Jupiter (or Jove) derives its name from Roman mythology, Jupiter was their principal God. The Greek equivalent was their deity Zeus. 

b. Observers in the late 17th century were so surprised and excited by what they saw they proclaimed “by Jove, we should call it Jupiter”.   


c. Early chocolate manufacturers wanted to boost sales and having already used the names ‘Mars’ and ‘Milky Way’ came up with the name Jupiter. 

2. Jupiter is one of four planets (or ‘gas giants’) in our solar system known as the Jovian Planets, which are the three others:

a.
Mars, Saturn and Pluto.

b. Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.


c. Saturn, Neptune and Pluto.


d. There aren’t any other gas giants, all the other planets are make of rock. 

3. Describing someone as being ‘jovial’ means:
a. They were born at a time when the planet Jupiter was in their star sign, it’s a ‘lucky planet’.


b. They are astronomers who regularly observe Jupiter through a telescope.


4. Somebody who is happy, merry or good-humoured. 


5. The Danish astronomer Ole Rőmer in 1676 working in Paris used measurements from Jupiter’s moons to:

a.  Calculate the time it took the moons to orbit the planet.


b.  Provide churches with the exact time in Paris.

c. Calculate the speed of light.

d. Show that at certain times Jupiter and Earth were further apart than at other times. 
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6. Jupiter is the largest known planet in the solar system, and apart from the Moon and Venus is the brightest object in the night sky.  Who was one of the first to make observations of Jupiter using a telescope? 


a. Sir Isaac Newton – he used one of his famous newtonian reflector which he built especially to see the planet.


b. Sir William Herschel (discoverer of the planet Uranus), made some of the very earliest observations of Jupiter from his back garden in Bath.


c. Galileo who made detailed observations and measurements of the four brightest moons publishing his results in his book Siderius Nuncius in 1610.

7. A ‘Jovilabe’ was an instrument used to:
a. Measure just how happy someone was.


b. Predict the positions of Jupiter’s moons without the need for complex mathematical calculations.


c. To find the position of Jupiter at any time.
 

8. Galileo used the Jovilabe as an aide to:

a. Calculating where Jupiter was in the sky.


b. How long it would take for Jupiter to orbit the sun.


c. How happy he was.


d. As a means of determining longitude on Earth, from the orbits of the four brightest moons of Jupiter. 
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What does the symbol for Jupiter represent?


a. Early observers believed the planet had 4 moons, hence the symbol represents the number 4. 

b. Amongst other things the symbol represents the ‘establishment’, ‘authority’ and ‘power’, it is also a traditional sign for a lightning bolt. 

c. When people believed the Earth was at the centre of the universe they thought Jupiter was the fourth planet to orbit around us – this is what the sign means. 

10. Which day of the week is associated with Jupiter?

a. Thursday – comes from the Old English meaning Thor’s Day, and was adapted from the late Latin of Jupiter’s Day.

b. Friday – the fifth day of the week, Jupiter is the fifth planet from the sun.  

c. Monday – the start of the week, the most important day in the week.
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The ‘Great Red Spot’ can sometimes be seen on the surface of Jupiter and astronomers think that:

a.
The ‘spot’ is caused by chemicals on the planets surface that send red smoke into the atmosphere.

b.      Astronomers believe the ‘spot’ is a giant storm in the gas clouds, like a hurricane on Earth only many times bigger.

c. Its thought in fact that the strong radiation and magnetic fields create this feature on the planets surface.


Approximate size comparison of Earth and Jupiter, including the Great Red Spot

If you enjoyed this quiz and want to have a look at Jupiter for yourself, why don’t you join us for one of our ‘Star Parties’ where (weather permitting) you can see the planet through a telescope. Dates, venues and times can be found on this web site. 

In the meantime, why not visit the Herschel Museum of Astronomy in Bath, where the discovery of the planet Uranus was made to learn more about this and the wonders of the universe.

This quiz was created by Jonathan Hall from the Herschel Museum of Astronomy. July 2010.  

Answers:

1. = a

2. = b

3. = c

4. = c

5. = c

6. = b

7. = d

8. = b

9. = a

10. = b
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